TASK 2: Review how to write an introduction, a body paragraph and a conclusion for an exam-style essay.
	Main parts
	Main components
	Function of each component

	Essay Prompt:
Some students choose to take a gap year after finishing school, while others go straight to university. What are the advantages of taking a gap year before continuing studies? Do you think it is a good idea?

	
Introduction
	General statement
	introduces the broad topic of an essay - In today’s fast-paced world, many young people feel pressure to succeed quickly.

	
	Middle sentence
	narrows the topic or gives context - To gain a better understanding of themselves and their goals, some students choose to take a gap year before continuing their studies.

	
	Thesis statement
	explains what the essay will be about; in other words, what a reader is expected to read; it’s the most important sentence in the entire essay - Taking a gap year can offer valuable life experience, improve academic performance, and help young people make more informed career choices.

	Body paragraphs (Dėstymo pastraipos)
	Topic sentence
	starts a body paragraph and partially explains the thesis statement (one point from the thesis statement) - Taking a gap year can provide young people with valuable real-world experience.

	
	Support (Explanation, Example, Concluding sentence)
	expands and elaborates the topic sentence, and gives examples - During this time, students often choose to volunteer, work, or travel, which exposes them to different cultures, responsibilities, and situations that cannot be learned in a classroom. For example, a student who works in a customer service role may improve their communication skills and learn how to manage difficult situations. Similarly, volunteering abroad can teach empathy and global awareness. These experiences not only help young people grow personally, but also make them more mature and better prepared for university or the job market. In short, a gap year can be a practical learning experience that builds character and confidence

	Conclusion
	Restatement
	repeats the thesis statement but in different words - In conclusion, taking a gap year can be a valuable choice for young people, 

	
	Summary
	summarises the main points - as it offers real-world experience, supports academic success, and helps clarify future goals. While it may not be suitable for everyone, those who use this time wisely can gain important life skills and return to their studies more motivated.

	
	Final message
	(1) leaves a strong impression, (2) offers a personal insight, prediction, recommendation or broader reflection (‘food for thought’) and (3) calls for action - In a world that often pushes us to rush, sometimes taking a pause is the smartest move.

	Parengta pagal: https://academic-englishuk.com/conclusions/
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/skills/writing/c1-writing/opinion-essay
https://libguides.newcastle.edu.au/how-to-write-an-essay/conclusion
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